Once Om Ghis Islawnd...

Eastwood (Jniting Church Musical Society anhounces auditions For Australia’s £first
amateur Musical society production of this musical dréma by Lynn Ahrens and Stephen

Flaherty. Auditions will be held on Tuesday 37 and Wednesday " December at Lakeside
- Road Jniting Church Hall, Eastwood. Call Karen £or an appointment oh 9877 0856.

set on g Caribbean Isiand Sitmilar to Harts, this is 8 reWorking of Hans Christian Anderson’s origing/
“Little Mermaid” story, and is 3 joyous celebration of hope and SaCrificial love set against a
background of superstition and social inegurty.

The aCtion of the drama is framed as 8 FOIK tale, told by 3 Sroup OF peasant Villagers to ComfFort 3
Small Child, Frightened by a storfm. The whole Cast play the roles of the storytellers, but
approXimately 21 (with some doubling — this could stretCl) to 15) Of the storytellers 3/so take on the
rofes of distinctive characters £rom the tale, and Can be considered 3s prinCipal performers.
Because the peasant storytellers ‘allocate” the roles to one another on Stase, it is possible to be
quite flexible with the age range For several Characters. At Various times, lines oF song or
dialogue are 3/so performed by the other storytellers, briefly taking on other rofes in the legend.

The prinCipal roles are 3 £ollows:
The Family

T Moune: The heroine. Younsg, Full Of restiess energy and fervour, she is immature and evep
little selFish in her single-minded quest for freedom. Initially her fove for Daniel is little more thah
8 FOCUS For her dreams, but she Srows in maturity, poise and genuine fove [ater. [ate teens to early
203%.

A strong dancer

Vocal range: GG ( below C ) to E (2 above C )

SONngs for audition: “ Waiting For Life” and “ Forever Yours”

Young Ti Moune: A4/[so plays the Child For whom the story is told. From about 8 to 3 Youhg-/0oking
12, energetic, Confident, and sweet Witl) d Strons Speaking and singing voice.

Vocal range: E Aat ( above C ) to D Flat (2 above C )

SOng for audition: ‘Some §ay” ( excerpts ) plus Diglogue in “One Small Girl”

Tonton Julign: Tonton is 3 French afFectionate term For Jncle. He is Ti Moune's aaoptive
Father, and From him she has learnt the Sacrificial love she demonstrates [ater. Probably over 0.
Vocal range: A ( 2 below C ) to E ( above C )

Song For Audjition: “Ti Moune” ( Tonton’s verse )

Mama Euralie: T7 Mounes adoptiVe mother, protective, SUperstitious, fiercely loving and strong
willed, her similarities often lead to clashes with Ti Moune. Probably over 0.

Vocal range: Fsharp ( below C ) to B ( above C )
Song for gudition: “Ti Moune” ( Mama’s verse only )




The Goas

ASaKG: (mother of the earth) Personifies the peasants’ Conhection to the land, she is generous and
good-humoured on the surface, but like all the gods Feared by the isianders, her ‘motherly” facade
/S hot to be trusted. Flexible, but possibly 25 or older, with a powerful singing voice.

Vocal range: 4 ( below C ) to E ( 2 above C )

Song for audition: “Mama Will Provide”

Agwe:od of water) GIVen that the sea and the weather gre the most unpredictable and powerful
elements of the peasants’ [ives, they imasine Agwe 3s 8 Commanding presence, but he holds himselr
rather aloof. Possibly guite fiexible but [ikely to be oVer 25, dramatic voice.

Vocal range: B (¢ 2 below C ) to E ( above C )

Song for audition: ‘“Rain”

Erzulie:@@oddess of love) The most approachable of the §ods, but uftimately ho less egocentric; by
fove she means romance. [aniel is her choice for Ti Moune and in the end her concerp is to
prove her own power 383/t that of Papa GE. A little younger, 20°s Or 30%.

Vocal range: B ( befow C ) to E (2 above C )

Song for audition: “The Human Heart”

Papa Ge:([€od of death) Emboaying the £ears of il the peasants, and easy to dislike, the
storytellers Will “cast” an outsider in the group, probably 3£ainst his Will, and he wWill Carry some of
that CYniCism and bitterness into his ‘bargain” with Ti Moune. 48e is very opén.

Vocal range: C sharp ( below C ) to G (above C)

Song for audition: “ForeVer Yours” ( reprise )

The Grand Hormmes

Daniel Beauxphomme: Sensitive and poetic, he must be guite Convincing 3s 8 romantic interest for
the spirited T7 Moune. His fove For her is almost genuine, fuelled by her romantic View of him, ahd
his betrayal of her is hot Cruelty but thoughtiessness and wearness of character. About 20 — 25,
1ightt lyric voice.

Vocal range: B ( 2 befow C ) to F Sharp ( above C )

Song for audition: “Some Girls”

Andrea DeVereaux: Daniel'’s opposite — she seems Cold at £irst, but turns out to be both humane
and determined — she pities Ti Vjoune, but despite haVving little sfFection for Daniel, she will hot
alfow sentiment to interFere with her well-ordered plan For marriage. Older than Ti Mounhe — 20
Vocal range: B ¢ Below C ) to D (2 above C )

Song For audition: “The Ball” ( own part only )

Monsieur Beauxhomme: Daniel’s father. For the peasants, Very much part ofF another world, they
boreray him as quite Callous and distant — a pantomime Villain ( therefore probably doubled with
Armand in the Tale of the Beauxhommes ). 40’s or older.

Vocal range: 4 ( 2 befow C ) to D ( above C )

Song £or audition: “Pray : Reprise” ( Fathers part only )

Note: Other hamed minor rofes in this group, such as Armand and Beauxhomme in the pantomime
and the Gatekeeper Can either be played as double roles for prinCipals, or by other storyceellers — 3
decision on this will be made fFollowing the auditions. Other lines will be alfocated to chorus éarly
in the rehearsal period, With Special consideration £or those Who have auditioned For prinCipal
rofes.



